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ABOUT US
The family law team

Michael Maguire Grad Dip Ed LLM        
Family Law Partner 
Michael is the holder of a Master of Laws 
degree from the University of Queensland 
having been admitted to the Supreme 
Court of Queensland in 1980. 

Michael practises in Family and De facto law 
in the Family Court of Australia, the Federal 
Magistrates Court of Australia and the State 
Courts. 

In addition to his legal practice, Michael is also a 
leading academic as a Lecturer in Law at the Law 
School of the University of Southern Queensland 
– with over 20 years’ teaching experience. 

Michael has been a member of the Management 
Committee of TASC   (The Advocacy and 
Support Centre) for several years and he sees 
this organisation as a vital service to those in 
need in our regional community. 

As a member of  the Community Advisory Team 
of the Toowoomba Family Relationship Centre 
(FRC), Michael is able to contribute to the work 
of the FRC in making its services relevant to 
families in conflict within our community.  

Michael also undertakes a supervisory role for 
the mediators at Centacare and the FRC. 

Almost 20 years ago Michael established an 
advice service for the USQ Student Guild 
to help students at USQ through free organised 
weekly legal advice sessions.  

Sue Westall LLB (Hons)                          
Family Law Lawyer 
Sue graduated with honours in Law 
from the Queensland University of 
Technology in Brisbane in 2008. 

After a successful career in media and 
advertising, Sue began her legal career with a 
busy family law practice near Cambridge in the 
UK, where she lived and worked for eight years. 
She completed her initial study in Legal Practice 
at Bedford College UK, and also worked for a 
time as a personal assistant to a former High 
Court Judge. She is a member of the Institute of 
Legal Executives (UK).  

Since returning to Toowoomba, Sue has had 
over 10 years’ experience in most areas of 
practice with local firms. She now specialises 
in children and property matters in the Family 
Court of Australia and the Federal Magistrates 
Court and also in child protection matters in the 
Queensland Children’s Court. Sue also conducts 
mediation conferences for our legally aided 
clients through Legal Aid Queensland.

THE BENEFItS OF ENGAGING A LAWYER
In a modern ever-changing world there are few things 
that remain constant.

But the old adage “you get what you pay for’’ is as 
true today as it has ever been.

It does not matter what you seek in life, what you pay 
will generally be in direct proportion to the service 
you receive.

Cutting corners in an endeavour to cut costs is simply 
false economics and will invariably only cost you 
more money in the long run.

Legal advice and representation is certainly no 
exception.

Just like life itself, the legal world is changing.

Sourcing a lawyer who is experienced in your type of 
matter is imperative.

When thinking of a lawyer the most important 
consideration should always be qualification and 
experience of the lawyer for that particular problem.

Many lawyers, South Queensland Law among them, 
operate a cross-referral system which involves us 
taking on work from colleagues for which we are 
qualified and referring work to others who possess 
that particular area of experience and expertise.

South Queensland Law lawyers are able to provide its 
clients with the best possible advice from experienced 
professionals, at a competitive price.

It stands to reason then that it is sound economic 
judgment to use a lawyer.

A lawyer’s fees should be viewed as an investment 
rather than an expense as the chances of achieving a 
successful outcome are much higher.

If you are in need of a surgical procedure, most 
people would want the best surgeon.

Even though it will cost more, the patient is prepared 
to pay so as to achieve the best possible chance of 
recovery.

This applies to lawyers and South Queensland 
lawyers offer their clients experience and expertise 
backed by high service standards.

“South Queensland Lawyers are 
experienced professionals and provide their 
clients with the best possible advice,’’ SQL 
partner and Family Law lawyer Michael 
Maguire said.

And at the end of the day, you only get what you 
pay for.
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SQL Partner Quoted 
in National Media

A fairytale wedding with your very own 
Prince Charming is almost every girl’s 
dream but is getting married at a young age 
doomed from the start?

A recent study says there’s a high chance.

U n i v e r s i t y 
of Southern 
Queensland law 
lecturer and 
family law expert 
Michael Maguire 
said overall the 
divorce rate was 

dropping slightly but statistics in 
Australia indicated there was a 25 
per cent chance of couples divorcing 
if aged between 20-24.

�7�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H���R�I���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H���Z�D�V���À�Y�H���S�H�U���F�H�Q�W��
less if the women married between the ages 
of 25-30.

“The data shows that on an overall 
�E�D�V�L�V���W�K�H���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H���U�D�W�H���L�V���G�U�R�S�S�L�Q�J���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\����
However,   this may be largely because 
�P�D�Q�\�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �\�R�X�Q�J�H�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H����
are deciding to live together and not to get 
�P�D�U�U�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�µ���0�U���0�D�J�X�L�U�H���V�D�L�G��

“Whilst divorce rates are unfortunately 
high, it is sometimes a good thing for 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���J�H�W���D�G�Y�L�F�H�����3�H�R�S�O�H���W�K�H�V�H���G�D�\�V���D�U�H��
�P�R�U�H���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���U�D�P�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
going into marriage hence the greater level 

�R�I���L�Q�T�X�L�U�L�H�V���,���K�D�Y�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H��
�Q�X�S�W�L�D�O���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V���µ

�5�D�F�H�� �Y�L�H�Z�� �F�R�X�S�O�H�� �6�W�D�F�H�\�� �D�Q�G�� �1�L�F�N��
�&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���� �D�J�H�G�� ������ �D�Q�G�� ������ �U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
were high school sweethearts who tied the 
�N�Q�R�W���W�Z�R���P�R�Q�W�K�V���D�J�R��

�7�K�H�\���V�D�L�G���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S��
�Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�O�R�V�V�R�P�� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H��
odds.

After a four-year 
engagement and several 
wedding dates and 
�F�D�Q�F�H�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���S�D�L�U���W�L�H�G���W�K�H��
�N�Q�R�W���R�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������D�Q�G���V�D�L�G��
�W�K�H�\�� �I�H�O�W�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S��
could survive anything.

�0�U�� �D�Q�G�� �0�U�V�� �&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O��
have two children together, 
�D�� �V�L�[�� �P�R�Q�W�K�� �R�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �À�Y�H��
year old.

The two girls have brought 
�W�K�H�P���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���K�D�S�S�L�Q�H�V�V��

�0�U�V���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���V�D�L�G���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H��
�Z�D�V���Q�R�W���D�Q���R�S�W�L�R�Q��

“I believe marriage is 
sacred and should only be 
�I�R�U���R�Q�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�����-�X�V�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
we are young doesn’t mean 
�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���µ���6�K�H���V�D�L�G��

�0�U�V���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���V�D�L�G���V�K�H���I�H�O�W��
�D�W���D���\�R�X�Q�J���D�J�H���P�D�Q�\���F�R�X�S�O�H�V��
�Z�H�U�H�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �W�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �À�Q�G��
themselves.

“You need to stay true to yourself and 
�Z�R�U�N���R�X�W���Z�K�R���\�R�X���D�U�H���D�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���E�H�I�R�U�H��
�\�R�X���O�H�D�S���L�Q�W�R���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���µ���6�K�H���V�D�L�G��

�2�Q���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���Q�R�W�H�����V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O���D�E�R�X�W��
�������S�H�U���F�H�Q�W���R�I���\�R�X�Q�J���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�V���Z�L�O�O���O�D�V�W��

Courtesy QT Ipswich

Michael Maguire

STRONG BOND: Stacey and Nick Campbell have 
been married for two months and feel their union 
will stand the test of time.
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In the eyes of a child there is no more exciting time of the year than 
Christmas.
Ask any youngster and, to them, Christmas is about laughter, fun, 
spending time with family and the people you love and who love 
you.
It‚s about decorating the tree, singing carols and Christmas dinner 
and waking early in the morning to jump out of bed to the expectation 
of wonderful presents.
The celebration of Christmas and what it means should be a special 
time for everyone.
Without question, Christmas is a time for children. The expressions on their faces as they 
wake up, the look of anticipation in their eyes as they open their presents are moments that 
all parents should treasure and, once gone, cannot be replaced.
However, for some children growing up in separated or divorced families, Christmas can 
be a time of divided loyalties.
Having knowledge of this experience in both a professional environment through my work 
as a Family Law lawyer and also personally as a single mother, allows me to make some 
clinical and personal observations.
While the children‚s wishes may be to spend the day with both parents as a family unit, the 
reality may be that the children may have to divide their time on Christmas day between 
both the mother and the father at different homes.
Above all, the most important thing to remember is the old cliché that 
Christmas is a time for children is definitely true and ultimately their 
happiness and focusing on them on this one special day of the year is 
paramount.
How children adjust to the new family arrangement following a divorce is generally in 
direct comparison to how well the parents learn to adjust to their new lives.
As parents, the love that was once apparent between you may have evaporated and you 
may no longer like each other, but the children are not involved in your dispute and simply 
want to love both of you without feeling guilty.
After all, the end of your relationship was not their decision - or choice - and just because 
your relationship is over does not mean that the children‚s Christmas has to be spoiled.
So what can divorced parents do to ensure Christmas for their children is what it should be 
ˆ a time of love and happiness with memories to last a lifetime?
Putting the children first and foremost in everything you do is imperative.
Communication and planning is vital ˆ get the arrangements for the time the children are 
spending with you both sorted out well in advance, and remember to include the children 
in such things as buying the cards, presents ˆ especially for the other parent ˆ and work out 
when they will see the grandparents. Also, it is important to remember not to exclude the 
other parent in this process.
Be on time for the scheduled changeovers and let the other parent know, as soon as 
possible, if any problems crop up ˆ no one wants an argument on Christmas day.
Whatever happens, do not speak ill of your former partner in front of the children. Even if 
you are feeling miserable, remember to stay upbeat and positive as the children love both 
of you and may be feeling a mixture of emotions.
Avoid any guilt reaction and do not compete with your former spouse over presents. 
Endeavouring to compensate for your absence with money and expensive gifts is unwise 
and could lead to further problems.
While festive tradition plays a major part in Christmas, do not be afraid to build some 
new traditions for a new life. This can be advantageous as those previous memories of 
Christmases when the family was still together may be painful for the children.
Christmas is their time, their day, so make the day as positive as possible for them.
Bestwishes and have a wonderful Christmas. 

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is prepared as a special service to SQL clients and colleagues. We recommend that you not act solely 
on the basis of the material contained in this newsletter, but seek professional advice before taking action on any information.

Another year is quickly coming to an end.

Christmas is certainly a special time of year 
- a time to appreciate what has just passed 
and look forward with optimism at what lay 
ahead. 

At SQL we are looking forward to the 
festive season and the joy that Christmas 
brings with it.

All the partners and staff at South 
Queensland Law take this opportunity to 
wish you a very merry Christmas and trust 
that you will enjoy a safe and peaceful 
Festive season with your family and friends.

To allow our staff to enjoy the Christmas 
spirit with their loved ones, the office of 
South Queensland Law will be closed from 
Tuesday, December 23 and re-open on 
Monday, January 5 2009.

From all of us at South Queensland Law we wish 
you a happy and prosperous New 

Year and look forward to 
helping guide you through 
life’s legal complexities 
again in 2009.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

Michael Maguire

Sue Westall

Sue Westall


