o

The Chronicle, Wednasday,

March 10, 2010 ?

RECENT reports into the
Floward Government’s 2008
shared parenting legislation has
reignited {he debale inip the
success of the reforms to the
Family Law Act.

South Queensland Law family
Iawyer Sue Westall said the
ghared patenting legisiation had
stirrod passions.

“Family Iaw will always be a
sensitive issue for parents and
the cornmuniiy,” Ms Westall said

“Women's groups, sueh ag the
National Council for Single
Nothers and the Chitdre
argued that the changi
Family Law Aet in 2008 distross
children and expose Them
pnnecessarity o polential family
violenee.

“Ons the ofher hand, men's
groups, sueh as the Men's Righis
Ageney, are angered al any
suggested rollback of the shared
parenting lws, as they believe
children shoudd have equal tme
wilh thelr tatheys”

While Ms Westall believes
people shonld be re-assured of
the effectiveness of the
legiglation, she sald more

South Quaensiand Law family
lawyer Sue Westall would like to
see more education about the
shared parenting legislation.
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gdncation was nesded abowl the

deliberate misinformation from
vestad interest groups to
exacerbate foirs,” Ms Westall
aaid.

“he vast majority of
chiklren's arrangements are
made ‘hy eonsent” with families
agreising o negetiated
arrangements where shared

pareniing is agreed rather than
irposed.

“In fact, the court delermines
only a small proportion of all
parenting disputes, in cases
when arrangements cannot b
resolved privately belween
parties.

“In those cases wheve share
eare is sought, judges must
consider firstly if equad shared
parental responsibility is in the
hest interests of the child, rather
ihan parents’ individual righis’.

“Only then can they consider i
egual time is also appropriate.

“The concepl of shared care is
merely a reference poini from
which this difficull area can be
navigated.”

Ms Westall said that conteary
to ailegations by ceriain
parcaiing groups, yeasonable
evidence was often considerad
and used to rebul the
preswnption thai shared
parental responsibility is in the
besl interests of a parbicuiar
ehildl situation.

“his is so particularly where
Lhere is # history of family
viokence or abuse,” she said.




